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Amethyst violet is a blackish-gray powder whose aqueous
solution is reddish-violet. The fuchsine red alcoholic solu-
tion displays a bluish-red fluorescence.

Hydrochloric acid converts it to blue color, while sodium
hydroxide leaves it unchanged. Dilution of the green solu-
tion in strong sulphuric acid turns it blue and then bluish-
violet. Silk is dyed a shade of violet which fluoresccs to a
reddish tone.

Mauve, Perkin's Violet has the unique distinction of being
the first dye to be made from coal-tar products on a commercial
scale. W. PI. Perkin, in 1856, discovered it and put it upon
the market in a form soluble only in alcohol. This expensive
solvent limited its use to the dyeing the most costly of all
fibres, silk. The shade was at once highly priced by the silk
dyers and its appearance was the signal for the most astonish-
ing activity and research by all European chemists. No
single discovery in the field of chemistry can compare with
this in its tremendous influence in opening and developing
an entirely new and untried field.

Mauve has been long superseded by other dyes save for
English postage stamps, which were colored with this mauve
until the close of Queen Victoria's reign. More than a score
of different trade names have been applied to it, of which the
most appropriate was Perkin's violet.

The manufacture of mauve consisted in oxidizing a mixture
of aniline and toluidine, when a derivative of safranine resulted.
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Mauve: Perkin's violet.

m s-Phenyltolusafranine

chloride

Mauve was sold as a reddish-violet paste or reddish crystals,
which were insoluble in cold water and only soluble with
difficulty in boiling water to a reddish-violet solution.